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Bottoms urges city to unite 


Surrounded by her family, Keisha Lance Bottoms is sworninas Atlanta’s 60th mayor during the Atlanta mayoral inauguration at Martin Luther 


King Jr. International Chapel at Morehouse College in Atlanta on Tuesday. ALYSSA POINTER PHOTOS / ALYSSA.POINTER@AJC.COM 


City’s 60th mayor is sworn in, 
declares faith in ‘Atlanta magic.’ 


By Stephen Deere 
sdeere@ajc.com 


After months ofa brutal campaign, Keisha Lance 
Bottoms finally was able to bask in a hard-won vic- 
tory when she was sworn in as Atlanta’s mayor on 


Tuesday. 


Bottoms stood on a stage before 2,500 people at 
Morehouse College’s Martin Luther King Jr. Inter- 
national Chapel and declared that “Atlanta magic” 
could be just as real as the “black girl magic” that 
helped her beat fellow Atlanta City Councilwoman 
Mary Norwood in the Dec. 5 runoff. 

But the city needs to unify before it can realize 


its true potential, she said. 


She said she was thrilled to be only the second 
female mayor in Atlanta’s history. 

The first woman to hold the position, Shirley 
Franklin, who supported Norwood, was the only 
one of Atlanta’s five living former mayors who did 


Mayor continued on A6 


AT THE GOLD DOME 


Once shunned, mass transit 
now priority for lawmakers 


Economic development 
concerns, traffic make 
it more urgent in 2018. 


By David Wickert 
dwickert@ajc.com 


After decades as the poor step- 
child of transportation, mass tran- 
sit could get plenty of love at the 
Gold Dome in 2018. 

Atlanta’s traffic mess and eco- 
nomic development concerns — 
including Amazon’s search for a 
second corporate headquarters 
— have made public transporta- 
tion an urgent priority at the Cap- 
itol and at county courthouses. 


A House of Representatives 
commission is discussing ways 
to boost state funding for public 
transportation — likely in the form 
of spending on capital projects. 
Lawmakers also want to consol- 
idate the alphabet soup of agen- 
cies that provide transit services 
in metro Atlanta to make the sys- 
tem more efficient. 

“The devil’s in the details,” 
said state Rep. Kevin Tanner, 
R-Dawsonville, the chairman of 
the House Transportation Com- 
mittee. “But if we can make it 
happen, it would be truly trans- 
formational for this state.” 


Mass transit continued on A5 


In speech, Bottoms promises 
to address economic inequality. 


as 
MORE 
INSIDE, A6 
E Bottoms 
speaks of her 
faith during 
aservice at 
an East Point 
church. 

E Supporters 
celebrate 
Bottoms’ 
success. 
“Sheis an 
inspiration 
tomeand 

for all young 
women and 


Atlanta Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms and Florida A&M University 
President Larry Robinson (center) celebrate during Bottoms’ 

inauguration. Bottoms graduated from Florida A&M, which hasa 
large number of alumni in the Atlanta area. 


KOREA TENSIONS 


women period 
in the United 
States,” one 
said. 


Trump seems open to Korea 
talks, mocks Kim Jong Un 


Analysts: North Korean 
trying to drive wedge 
between Seoul, U.S. 


By Matthew Pennington 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump sounded open Tuesday 
to the possibility of an inter-Ko- 
rean dialogue after North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un made a rare 
overture toward South Korea ina 
New Year’s address. But Trump’s 
ambassador to the United Nations 
insisted talks would not be mean- 
ingful unless the North was get- 
ting rid of its nuclear weapons, 


and Trump later boasted that 
his “nuclear button” is bigger 
and more powerful than Kim’s. 

Ina morning tweet, Trump said 
the U.S.-led campaign of sanctions 
and other pressure were begin- 
ning to have a “big impact” on 
North Korea. He referred to the 
recent, dramatic escape of at least 
two North Korean soldiers across 
the heavily militarized border into 
South Korea. He also alluded to 
Kim’s comments Monday that he 
was willing to send a delegation 
to the Winter Olympics, which 
will be hosted by South Korea 
next month. 


Korea continued on A5 
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GEORGIA VS. ALABAMA 


Want to go 
to game? 

It will cost 
you — alot 


Georgia-Alabama 
championship tickets 
run from $2K to $25K. 


By Tim Tucker 
ttucker@ajc.com 


Ticket prices for college foot- 
ball’s national championship 
game in Atlanta increased from 
already lofty levels in the after- 
math of the Georgia Bulldogs’ 
stirring Rose Bowl victory. 

With a Georgia-Alabama 
matchup set for the title game 
at Mercedes-Benz Stadium on 
Monday, the lowest price to get 
in the building hovered around 
$2,000 on several ticket resale 
sites Tuesday. And that was for 
upper-level end-zone seats. 

At the other end of the spec- 
trum, asking prices for low- 
row club seats at the 50-yard 
line reached as high as $25,000 
apiece, and one seller offered a 
suite for $94,000. 


Tickets continued on A5 


OWN UGA HISTORY 
Want your own collectible 
to mark UGA’s title 

run? Visit the AJC store 
to buy your piece of 
Georgia Bulldogs history 
at store.ajc.com 


NATION & WORLD, A4 


Utah’s Hatch to retire; 
Romney run possible 


Republican Sen. Orrin Hatch of 
Utah said Tuesday he will not seek 
re-election after serving more 
than 40 years in the Senate. 
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